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cruelty by the baibarous and heathen Huns, Vandals or
Goths, as now by this terrible foe."37

While these scenes were being enacted Clement, the
author of all this, was a close prisoner in the castle of St.
Angelo, besieged by those troops who, as he well knew, had
often sworn to hang him, and were now uncontrolled by the
only general who had had any power over them. On Bour-
bon's death the command devolved upon Philibert, Prince of
Orange, but the troops made no pretence of obeying him,
and it was with difficulty that he could even persuade some
of them to desist from plunder and invest the castle of St.
Angelo The Duke of Urbino advanced with an army con-
sisting of Venetians, Florentines, and Swiss in the pay of
Francis I, strong enough to have overpowered the army of
the Prince of Orange. But the Duke of Urbino 1S had an old
score to pay off against Clement, since the time when the
latter had helped to rob him of his duchy. So to tantalise him
by raising false hopes in his mind, he merely brought his army
near enough for Clement to see it, and then marched away,
leaving him surrounded by the furious enemies who thirsted
for his blood. The Emperor courteously expressed sorrow at
the Pope's misfortune, but the Imperial army remained where
it was. Nor in fact could any power have removed it; for the
troops found Rome exceedingly pleasant quarters, and had
not the slightest intention of obeying any order to quit the
city so long as anything remained to eat or to plunder. Clement
continued besieged by them in the castle of St. Angelo for
seven months; and his action when, reduced to great straits,
he bade Cellini (who was with him there) melt down his
tiara, was symbolical of the position to which he had brought
himself. At length he contrived to escape disguised as a pedlar,
and fled in miserable pl'ght and with only one attendant to
Orvieto, where he arrived in a most forlorn state, destitute of
everything, a disastrous conclusion to four years of tortuous
scheming (8th December 1527). The Imperial army remained